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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 

1 . (Currently Amended) A filter assembly comprising: 

a filter housing including at least a fluid inlet and a filtrate outlet and defining 
a fluid flow path between the fluid inlet and the filtrate outlet, wherein the filter housing 
further includes a removable portion and a cylindrical support having one or more 
oponingo cage having perforations through the cage : 

a cylindrical, hollow filter cartridge removably positioned in the housing in the 
fluid flow path, the filter cartridg e being positioned within and closely adjacent to the 
cylindrical s u pport a n d cage facing the one or more openings perforations : and 

a linkage cngagablc betwe e n which includes link elements on the filter 
cartridge and the removable portion of the filter housing a»d-arranged to engage and to rotate 
and/or a:iially m o i e the filter cartridge with respect to the cylindrical support cage in 
response to removal of the removable portion of the filter housing ?, the engaged link elements 
exerting a twisting f orce between the filter cartridge and the cage. 

2. (Original) The filter assembly of claim 1 wherein the removable portion of 
the filter housing comprises a rotatable portion of the filter housing. 

3. (Original) The filter assembly of claim 2 wherein the filter housing includes a 
remaining portion and the rotatable portion is threaded to the remaining portion of the filter 
housing. 

4. (Currently Amended) The filter assembly of claim 1 wherein the cylindrical 
support comprises a hollow cage and the openings comprise perforations through the cage 
and wherein the filter cartridge io positioned within the perforated cage removable portion of 
filter housing includes a header assembly . 

5. (Currently Amended) The filter assembly of claim 4=l_wherein the filter 
housing includes a remaining portion mounted to the removable portion of the filter housing 
and wherein the perforated cage is mounted to the remaining portion of the filter housing. 

6. (Currently Amended) The filter assembly of claim 1 wherein the cylindrical 
support comprises a hollow core and the openings comprise perforations through the core and 
wherein the perforated core io positioned within the hollow filter eartridgc fl ilter cartridge is 
free of a perforated core. . 
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7. (Currently Amended) The filter assembly of claim 6=l_wherein the filter 
housing further includes a remaining portion mounted to the removable portion o f t he filter 
housing and whe r ein t h e perforated core is mounted to the remaining portion of the filter 
fasfmshsg arranged to fit within the interior of the hollow filter cartridge . 

8. -10. (Canceled) 

1 1 . (Currently Amended) The filter assembly of claim 1 wherein the linkage 
c o mprises one or more link elements are operatively associated with the removable portion of 
the filter housing and one or more link elements are operatively associated with the filter 
cartridge , the link elements of t h e filter cartridge being cngagablc with t he link elements of 
the removable portion of the filter housing . 

12. (Currently Amended) The filter assembly of claim 44=J_wherein the one o r 
more link elements of the filter cartridge comprise a protrusion on the filter cartridge. 

1 3 . (Currently Amended) The filter assembly of claim 44= J_wherein the one or 
m or e link elements of the filter cartridge comprise an indentation in the filter cartridge. 

14. (Currently Amended) The filter assembly of claim M=l_wherein the filter 
cartridge has an axially facing end and the link element is positioned at the end of the filter 
cartridge. 

15. (Currently Amended) The filter assembly of claim M=J_ wherein the filter 
cartridge has a radially facing side and the link element is positioned at the side of the filter 
cartridge. 

16. (Original) The filter assembly of claim 15 wherein the side comprises the 
outside of the hollow filter cartridge. 

1 7. (Currently Amended) The filter assembly of claim «=l_wherein the Mate 
elements arc configured to transmit a twisting force from the removab l e portion of the filter 
housing to the filter cartridge includes a filter pack comprising one or more polymeric 
materials . 
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1 8. (Currently Amended) The filter assembly of claim «=l_wherein the link 
elements are configured to transmit an axial force f rom t he removable portion of the filter 
housing to between the filter cartridge and the cage . 

1 9. (Currently Amended) The filter assembly of claim 44=Lwherein at least one 
of the link elements comprises a protrusion having a hook-shaped configuration. 

20. (Currently Amended) A filter cartridge for a filter housing including a 
cylindrical support cage having one or more openings perforations and a removable port io n 
having further including one or more link elements, the filter cartridge comprising a 
cylindrical, hollow filter pack configured to fit closely adjacent to the cylindrical support 
cage_facing the openings in the suppor t perforations . the filter pack having first and second 
ends, and first and second end caps mounted to the first and second ends of the filter pack, at 
least one of the first and second end caps including one or more link elements configured to 
engage the one or more link elements on the removable portion of t he filter housing *e 
geme¥e =and exert a twisting force on the filter cartridge from within the cylindrical 
s&wo ^perforated cage to break the filter cartridge free of the perforated cage . 

21. -23. (Canceled). 

24. (Currently Amended) A filter cartridge removably mountable within a 
perforated cage connected to a filter housing, the filter cartridge comprising: 

a cylindrical, hollow, substantially polymeric filter pack having first and 
second ends; and 

first and second end caps mounted to the first and second ends of the filter 
pack, at least one of the end caps including one or more link elements configured to transmit 
a twisting force and/or an axial force to the end cap and the filter pack ; 

wherein the filter cartridge is free of at least one of a perforated core and a 
perforated cage. 

25. -27. (Canceled). 

28. (Previously Presented) The filter cartridge of claim 20 wherein the link 
element comprises a protrusion extending from the end cap. 

29. (Previously Presented) The filter cartridge of claim 24 wherein the link 
element comprises a protrusion extending from the end cap. 
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30. (Previously Presented) The filter cartridge of claim 20 wherein the link 
element comprises an indentation in the end cap. 

3 1 . (Previously Presented) The filter cartridge of claim 24 wherein the link 
element comprises an indentation in the end cap. 

32. (Previously Presented) The filter cartridge of claim 20 wherein the link 
element comprises a first link element and the end cap further includes a second link element 
angularly spaced from the first link element. 

33. (Previously Presented) The filter cartridge of claim 24 wherein the link 
element comprises a first link element and the end cap further includes a second link element 
angularly spaced from the first link element. 

34. (Canceled). 

35. (Currently Amended) A method for removing a filter cartridge from a filter 
housing comprising removing a removable portion of the filter houoing which is linked to a 
cylindrical filter cartridge, including rotating and/or axially moving the filter cartridge closely 
adjacent to a otationary cylindrical support having one or more openings facing the filter 
cartridge, and removing the filter cartridge from the stationary support and the filter housing. : 

removing a re movable portion of the filter housing from a remaining portion 
of the filter housing, including rotating the removable portion: 

engaging one or more link elements on the filter housing and one or more link 
elements on the filte r cartridge in response to rotating the removable portion of the filter 
housing, wherein engaging the link elements includes exerting a twisting force between a 
perforated cage attached to the filter housing and the filter cartridge positioned within and 
closely adjacent to t he perforated cage to break the filter cartridge free of the perforated cage: 
and 

removing the filter cartridge from the filter housing. 
36. and 37. (Canceled). 

38. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 35 wherein removing the filter 
cartridge includes axially sliding the filter cartridge along the stationary suppo rt perforated 
cage . 
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39. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 35 wherein removing t he 
removable portion of the filter housing includes engaging one or more the link elements fm 
the removable portion of the filter housing with one or more link elements on the fil t er 
cartridge and transmitting a twisting force and/or an axial force from the rem o vable port io n 
of the filter housing to the filter cartridge through the engaged l in k clcments further includes 
exerting an axial force between the perforated cage and the filter cartridge within the 
perforated cage . 

40. and 41. (Canceled). 

42. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 35 wherein removing the 
removable portion of the filter housing includes unscrewing the removable portion of the 
filter housing from the remainder of the filter housing. 
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